
SERVICE: EMBODYING THE MESSAGE OF GOD
Lesson 12
(Leviticus 19:33-37; Matthew 25:31-46; John 1:9-18; 1 Timothy 3:3-16; James 1:22-27)

Introduction

· “A central part of the Christian experience is gathering for our weekly assemblies ______________________________________.”


· “But to really _________________________ is a matter of _____________________.


· “Without good works, a person’s _________________________________________.”


· “But on the flip side, when we are active in doing good, ________________________ _________________.”


I. Characterized by Service

A. “Jesus was considered a __________________________________________, but it was also because He was _____________________________ that people continued to listen to Him.”

B. “On one occasion, the crowd sought to stone Him because He claimed ____________ ______________________________________.”

C. “On another occasion, Jesus taught that He was __________________________, and that one must _______________________________________________” (page 72).

D. “Much of what we say and teach will ___________________________________ to those who are not born again.”

E. “To give to the poor what could be _________________________, to abstain from _____________________________________________, and even from _____________, to buy a less costly house or vehicle to avoid the immodesty of materialism…all these things fly _________________________________________________________.”

F. “If we are to be noticeable as Christians, both within the church and without, we are able to be ______________________________________________.”

G. “We should excel in putting ______________________________________________.”

H. “Some Christians have been able to _________________________________ to create tremendous opportunities for good.”

I. “______________________ is not preoccupied with how many ___________________ _______________________.”

J. “He is primarily concerned with the ____________________________________ that each Christian should be doing” (page 73).

II. Close to the Heart of God

A. “___________________________________ are always a good course of action toward all men, but the needs of society’s vulnerable are especially ______________________ __________________, and always have been (Leviticus 19:33-37).

B. “James teaches that the purest exercise of religious faith is ______________________ _____________________, and avoiding worldly behavior (James 1:27).”

C. “Whether it involves donating ______________________________________________ ____________________, or even providing simple clinics to make healthcare more affordable, Christians should __________________________________________ to love our neighbors and to fight against the __________________________________.”

D. “…what you do will give credibility to _________________________” (page 74).

III. Discussion Questions

· But what about a woman who is hungry because she spent all her paycheck on lottery tickets?

· What about a man whose health is failing because he is an unrepentant alcoholic and decades-long chain smoker?

IV. Conclusion

· “On the one hand, Jesus says to give to whomever asks, and _____________________ to the one who wants to borrow (Matthew 5:42).”

· On the other hand, He was also willing to have ________________________________ poured out on His feet, rather than sold for ___________________________________, people among us (Mark 14:7).”

· “It is imperative for Christians to be _______________________________ to the poor and vulnerable, but we must also be ______________________________ how we can best help those in need.”

· In 1 Timothy 5:3-16, Paul outlines “criteria both of ____________________________ for widows who are to “receive assistance from the church.”

· “We are to do good for as many as we are able, but ___________________________ to those who are of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).”

· “Each congregation needs to think seriously about how well _____________________, both within __________________________________________” (page 75).
