
WALKING AFTER THE SPIRIT
Lesson 4
(Galatians 5:16-23)

Introduction

· “Often discussions about the Holy Spirit evolve into ____________________________ ________________________.”

· “God did not give us the Holy Spirit with _____________________________________.

· “Rather, the objective is for us to follow after the Spirit in a _____________________ ___________________________________________________.”

· “In doing so, we honor the ______________________________________” (page 25).

I. Key Concepts

A. The word, “flesh,” in the New Testament means “_____________________________.”

B. The word, “carnal,” means to be “__________________________________.”  “Carnality can also be described as _________________________________________.”

C. “To ‘walk’ after someone is to ______________________________________________ ________________....”

D. “To ‘quench’ the Holy Spirit is to __________________________________________ (page 25).

II. The Battle Within

A. “Every Christian experiences the struggle of __________________________________ _______________________.”

B. “Our internal battle is caused by the existence of two natures—__________________ ______________________________.”

C. “The flesh, our sin-loving nature, ______________________________________ even while the Holy Spirit _________________________________” (page 26).

D. “Jesus taught that the problem we have in living righteously is ___________________ _______________.”

E. “James wrote that outward battles are indicative of ____________________________ _______________.”

F. “Our hearts are corrupt, our thoughts and __________________________________.”

G. “It is the initial condition of the heart that demands __________________________ _______________.”

H. “It is the initial condition of the heart that demands __________________________ _______________.”

I. “We can consider the flesh as arrested in that it no longer is to __________________ _____________________.”

III. Following After the Spirit

A. “The solution for consistent, successful defeat of the urgings of our ________________ __________________________________.”

B. “To follow after the Spirit is to recognize His leading; i.e., ________________________ ___________________.”

C. “Unfortunately, many have substituted the practical application of this instruction for mystical thoughts of ______________________________________________________ (page 27).

D. Religious charlatans “trivialize the Spirit’s leading to be focused on getting a ________ __________________________________________________________________.”

E. “However, the Spirit wants to lead us to more _______________________________ ________________________________.”

F. “Following the Spirit is really a _______________________________.”

G. “God has not instructed us in the abstract—_______________________________.”

H. “For example, there is nothing abstract or mystical about developing ______________ ____________________ or a determination to seek the welfare of our _____________ _________________________.”

I. Jesus used the concept of ______________________________________________.

IV. Making Our Choice

A. “When we become Christians, we begin a new life as __________________________ _____________.”

B. “If we follow after the Spirit’s promptings, we experience the ___________________ ______________________.”

C. “God’s human creation was designed _____________________________.”

D. “We can choose to follow the path that leads ________________________________.”

E. “We can choose to resist the Holy Spirit, quenching ____________________________ _______________________________.”

F. “The sad irony is that the one who we are told to _____________________________ to have us resist the Spirit” (page 28).

Conclusion

· “The choice to follow after the Spirit is _______________________________.”

· “As long as we live in this world, ___________________________________ and ultimately destroy us.”

· “God has provided the indwelling Spirit to prompt us ______________________.”

· The Lord has also “provided the community of faith, the church, to _______________ _____________.”

· “Armed with the Spirit’s presence, and encouraged by the community of faith, we can follow after the prompting of the Spirit and ___________________________________ _______________________________.”

