
THE EXPERIENCE OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Lesson 4
(1 John 2:12-14)

Introduction

· The church consists of people who are at different spiritual stages.

· There are __________________________.

· There are _____________________.

· There are _______________________.

· These refer to “distinct _____________________________.”

I. Your Spiritual Journey

A. In John’s day, “false teachers were promoting a ________________________________ resulting in a higher _______________________________.”

B. “However, their special knowledge and supposed closer union with God had ________ __________________________________________.”

C. Beware of those who promote and promise spiritual journeys of “_________________ __________________________________.”

1. Rationalism says the “only way to get ___________________________________ as opposed to our emotions” or “__________________________.”

2. Existentialism focuses on ___________________________________________, finding our place and purpose in this world without the necessity of ____________ __________.”

3. Modernism says there are “_________________...no one can get at ___________.”

D. “We have been called to be _________________________________________________ ___________ (Romans 8:29).

E. “This is the Christian _________________ (2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 3:1-3).

F. “We are not called to go ________________________________” (page 27).

II. The Path of Spiritual Maturity

A. “When we come to faith in Christ, we have a ________________________________ and our relationship with the Lord.”

B. “This level of understanding is descriptive of _______________________.”

C. “There is a need to increase our ________________________________.”

D. “The ‘young men’ level of maturity that John addressed presents three critical elements.

1. _____________________________________.

2. _____________________.

3. ________________________________________.

Conclusion

· “It is often said that Christianity is ________________________.”

· “We have come to the Lord to ________________________________.”

· “We are ______________________________________________________________ with the Godhead.”
